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At the betrothal ceremony, the headman, father, mater nal uncle, and two near relations of the bridegroom-eleci proceed to the girl's house, where they are  receivec and  sit on  seats or mats.    Drink and plantain fruit are offered  to them.    Some conversation   takes plac between the headmen of the two parties, such as " Hav you seen the girl?    Have you seen her house and rek tions ?   Are you disposed to recommend  and arrang the   match?"    If he assents, the girl's   headman  say uAs   long  as   stones  and the Kaveri   river   exist,   s that the sky goddess Akasavani and the earth goddes Bhumadevi may know it; so that the water-pot (use at the marriage ceremony), and the sun and moon ma know it; so that this assembly may know it ; I  .    . give this girl."   The headman of the bridegroom the says   " The girl shall be   received  into   the house b marriage.    These thirty-six  pieces of g*old   are your and the girl is mine,"    He then hands betel leaves an areca nuts  to the other  headman, who   returns  then The exchange of betel is carried out three times.     Nee the headmen  is placed a tray containing*  betel nuts, rupee, a turmeric-dyed cloth in which a fanarn (2J annai is tied, a cocoanut, flowers, and the bride's money van ing in amount from seven to twenty rupees.     The fanai and bride's money are  handed to the   headman of tt: girl, and the rupee is divided between the two headme On   the betrothal day,   the relations  of the  girl off* flowers,   cocoanuts,  etc., to   their   ancestors,   who    ai supposed to be without food or drink.     The Paraiyai believe that the ancestors will be ill-disposed towarc them,  if they are not propitiated with offerings of ri< and  other  things.    For  the  purpose  of worship,   tl ancestors are represented by a number   of cloths  kej in a box made  of bamboo or other material, to whic